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The state of the university Drinking for charity

Graham’s speech highlights goals for Xavier’s future

Newswire photo By Erika Bresee

Fr. Michael Graham, S.J. discusses the direction of the university.
Patrick Stevenson
entirely Newswire staffers).
Editor-in-Chief
The highlights of Graham’s
“It’s a momentous time in the speech included his discussion of
history of Xavier,” declared Fr. Xavier’s campus expansion projMichael Graham, S.J. in his State ect. “We’re not in a buildings arms
of the University address, given on race with other universities,” said
Graham. “We need to build the
Sept. 24 and 25.
The State of the University Ad- university more before the new
dress is not an annual occurrence buildings start going up.”
Though there is obviously no
at Xavier University, since Graham usually addresses the Xavier firm timetable for the campus excommunity on Academic Day in a pansion project, Graham stated a
few goals for the project. “I expect
less formal manner.
The address, which was well at- that the current freshmen at Xavier
tended by faculty and staff, lasted will spend their senior year in the
just over an hour, in which Graham Hoff Academic Quad,” said Gradiscussed the past, present and fu- ham, referring to the pièce de réture of Xavier University. Only sistance of the campus expansion
a few students turned out (at one project.
Graham’s other goals includspeech, the student audience was

ed continuing the momentum of
Xavier’s capital campaign for the
campus expansion project, the restructuring of the human resources
department, the development of
the College of Social Sciences,
Health and Education and the integration of student support services
such as student retention and academic advising.
The speech’s most light-hearted
moment came when Graham discussed the imminent demolition
of the Zumbiel plant. “I asked the
demolition people if they could
implode it at 7 a.m. on a Sunday
morning, so I can get back at my
neighbors in the Commons,” said
Graham with a wry grin, undoubtedly referring to Xavier students’
tendency to be loud at strange
hours of the night.
Graham also stated his intent
to continue to focus more on improving Xavier’s engagement with
the local community of Norwood,
Avondale and Evanston.
Graham also discussed the need
for progress in the Department of
Student Life. “Student Life has
had a rough couple of years,” said
Graham, without offering further
details.
To that end, Graham excitedly
discussed the hiring of several new
administrators, such as Kathleen
Simons, associate provost of Student Life and Kandi Stinson, associate academic vice president. He
also lamented the impending departure of longtime Sr. Vice President for Financial Administration,
Richard Hirte.

Students throw party to battle AIDS
Patrick Stevenson &
Jeff Mcmurray
the Xavier Newswire

Apparently, drinking isn’t the
community destroying force that
many Xavier administrators have
been portraying it as.
On Sept. 22, several Xavier students hosted a party to raise money
for the Cincinnati Stop AIDS 5K,
which is to be held on Saturday,
Sept. 29.
The students who hosted the
party asked that their names be
withheld from print, as they feared
they might face disciplinary action
or even prosecution.
When contacted by the Newswire, Campus Police Chief Michael Couch said that questions regarding disciplinary actions should
revert to Dean of Students Dr. Luther Smith. Dr. Smith declined to
comment to the Newswire when
asked whether or not the house in
question would face disciplinary
action.
The event in question raised
$250, all from donations from
those at the party, for the Stop
AIDS 5K.
Stop AIDS, formerly AIDS
Voice of Cincinnati (AVOC), helps
raise AIDS awareness in the Cincinnati area, with all money raised
going to local causes, such as testing and educational events.
What inspired these partiers to
host a kegger for such a worthy
cause? “We figured we might as
well make our Sunday hangovers
worthwhile,” responded one of the
party-throwers.

Despite their rather playful
manner of fundraising, the partythrowers are very serious about
supporting this cause.
“AIDS is obviously a very serious global problem, but sometimes people tend to forget that
it’s still a serious issue in America,
especially in urban communities
like Cincinnati. We wanted to help
support the fight against AIDS in
the area where we live,” said one
of the hosts.
“We could’ve gone around and
asked for money from people, but
we thought why not just have a
party and collect money instead?”
said one of the hosts.
The hosts took steps to prevent
underage consumption of alcohol
at the party by checking the ID’s of
everyone at the door to make sure
their event wouldn’t be tainted by
police intervention.
Though these students took on
a proactive way to raise money
for the walk they are not the only
Xavier students getting involved.
Students from the Biology department will also be taking part in the
5K this Saturday.
Many may wonder whether the
merits of what the party-throwers
did outweighs the way that they
did it.
“Catholic Universities are
known for benefiting and helping
their surrounding communities in
a multitude of ways. We are just
happy that our party that helped
raise money for AIDS was one of
those ways,” said another host of
the party.

Campus expansion progressing
Jeff McMurray
Feature News Editor

With Xavier University celebrating “Founder’s Day,” information has now come out on the
ongoing “To See Great Wonders”
Campaign.
The name of the development
will be called “Xavier Square.”
The square will include housing,
stores, restaurants, student recreation and health centers, as well as
the Xavier bookstore.
“Xavier Square” was formerly
known as the Campus Village and
according to the Campaign website the Square is “[Xavier’s]…
opportunity to create a college
town environment that serves the
©2007
The Xavier Newswire
All rights reserved

university community as well as
the neighboring communities of
Evanston, Norwood and North
Avondale.”
To build the 20-acre development, Xavier has partnered with
Covington based Corporex Companies.
Corporex has a history of developing both residential and office
space, with over 17 million square
feet being developed in their 41
year history.
Seven of the 20 acres were
where the BASF Chemical Plant
stood as well as the location of the
soon-to-be demolished Zumbiel
Packaging Plant on Cleneay Ave.
The BASF Chemical Plant was

The Xavier campus to be.
donated to Xavier in 2000 after
the Plant was declared safe by the
Ohio EPA. This came 10 years after an explosion caused the plant to

shut down. The Zumbiel Packaging Plant land, which is about nine
acres, was purchased by Xavier in
2004 for $8 million.
To make the Xavier Square a
reality the university will be demolishing the old buildings on the
Zumbiel site.
According to Bob Sheeran, the
associate vice president for facility
management, the demolition will
most likely occur in early October.
“The metal building closest to
the street will be the first part of
the plant to go down,” said Sheeran. “That building will be demolished. The tall, concrete structure
will be imploded.”

Sheeran also said that the implosion would most likely be
scheduled for a weekend morning.
Even though the exact date has
not been set, members of the campus are ready to turn the impending implosion into a campus wide
event for students, faculty and the
surrounding community.
The memorable event will mark
the beginning of a new chapter in
Xavier’s history.
Faculty members in the Williams College of Business have already suggested having an “implosion party” with the sale of T-shirts
to help students and those attending remember the event.

Inside the ’Wire…
• Catching up with one of Xavier’s most enigmatic professors: Campus News, page 3
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• Staff Talk returns and we’re no longer satirically discussing our coke habit: Op/Ed, page 7
• Let’s face it, you probably lack culture. Go visit an art museum: Arts & Entertainment, page 10
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BRIEFS
Katie Rosenbaum, Editor
News Desk: 745-3122
newswire-news@xavier.edu

Advocate speaker
The Xavier Advocate program will be hosting a talk on
date rape on Monday, Oct. 1 at
7 p.m. in the Cintas Center Banquet Room. The presentation
is entitled “Drunk Sex or Date
Rape?” For more information,
please contact DeutschAL@
xavier.edu.

Community Action
There will be a Community
Action Day on Saturday, Oct.
6 at 8:30 a.m. Students are to
meet in the Gallagher Center,
where they will be given a free
breakfast and then go and serve
the community. A free lunch will
also be served when students
return at 12:30 p.m. For more information, please contact Anna
Russell at russella2@xavier.edu
or call x8632.

Clifton festival
The Xavier Society of Visual
Arts will be painting a car as part
of the Streetscapes Festival in
Clifton from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m on
Saturday, Sept. 29 and Sunday,
Sept. 30. For more information contact Ellen Schroeder at
schroedere@xavier.edu.

Encounter retreat
Applications for the Encounter retreat are now available at
the Loyola Campus Ministry
House. The retreat is for sophomores, juniors or seniors who
have been on Approach or had
some other retreat experience.
The retreat will be during the
weekend of Oct. 26-28. The
cost will be $50 (with a $25 deposit). Financial assistance will
be available for those in need.
Call Kent at x3567 for more
information.

College Dems and GOP square off
Political forum encourages discussion among students
Katie rosenbaum
Campus News Editor

The Xavier College Democrats
and Republicans met in a political
forum to discuss the issues and
proposals that the Democratic and
Republican presidential candidates
are discussing as they campaign.
The Rho Xi Chapter of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. presented
“Is America Ready? A political discussion and forum between College
Democrats and College Republicans.”
This was not a political debate,
but a constructive discussion that all
students were invited to attend.
It focused on current issues,
including immigration, taxes, race
relations and foreign involvement.
Both sides received the questions
in advance so they could prepare for
the discussion.
At the discussion, two facilitators
directed each question to Democrats
and Republicans and both had four
minutes to respond.
Both sides were allowed to ask
two follow-up questions to the other
side and an additional two minutes
was granted for each side to answer
these questions.
Representing the College Democrats were College Democrat
president Greg Nicolas, ’08, vice
president of administration Christian Lowry, ’08, vice president of
programming Ashley Parrot ’09 and
general member Tim Cooke ’11.
College Republican co-chairman
Steve Newsome, ‘09, spoke on behalf of the College Republicans.
“The College Democrats and the
College Republicans have never had
a public discussion or debate like
this while I have been a student at
Xavier,” Nicolas said.
“I was really glad that Delta

Sigma Theta stepped up and got
our two clubs in the same room to
thoughtfully talk about our differing views on critical matters.”
Newsome said that “There was
a good turnout and it was a good
chance for people to understand
both side’s positions on the issues.
I think this forum went really well,
especially for the College Republicans.”
Questions directed at the College Democrats and Republicans
included a question regarding taxes: “Do you think people of higher
income levels should pay more
taxes to help the economy?”
The College Democrats’ response was that to help the economy, those who make over $200,000
should pay more taxes.
They suggested that this money

would go to reinvest in inner cities and improve public works and
infrastructures, including parks and
sewers.
When asked the same question,
the College Republican’s proposed
a three percent per year flat tax rate,
which would have a trickle-down
effect that former President Reagan
supported.
Newsome said that raising taxes
for the upper class is not a good
solution to help the economy.
The Republicans also proposed
abolishing the gas tax, death tax and
alternative minimum tax, which is a
tax some people with high incomes
have to pay on top of the regular income tax. Cutting these taxes would
help families save more money.
Newsome thought the most
important issue raised was taxes

Newswire photo by erika Breese

Members of the Xavier College Republicans and Democrats met in a
forum sponsered by the Rho Xi Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. They discussed current issues including race relations, taxes, illegal
immigration and same-sex marriage. About 50 students, not including
those involved in the discussion attended this event.

“because many people do not understand them and if people understood
them, taxes could be lowered, but
the government could actually operate with a surplus.”
The issue of race relations were
also raised. “Race relations and the
status of minorities in America were
big issues at the forum,” Nicolas
said.
“We touched on topics like equality in the criminal justice system,
education, health care and whether
America is ready for a minority
president.”
“What is currently happening
in Jena, La. should remind us that
these issues are not going to be going
away anytime soon and that any candidate running for president needs to
address them,” said Nicolas.
Students in attendance were
welcomed to write questions on
cards and the College Democrats
and Republicans were asked three
of these questions after the planned
questions.
To continue political discussion
and awareness on campus, Nicolas
also said that the College Democrats
are pushing for voter registration/absentee ballot requests next week so
that students can participate in their
local elections, either in Cincinnati
or back home.
Furthermore, the College Democrats will be watching the Democratic presidential debate from
New Hampshire on the first floor of
Gallagher on Wednesday, Sept. 26
at 8:45 p.m.
Newsome said that currently the
College Republicans are continuing to spread their ideas by holding
meetings every first and third Tuesday of the month.
They also are beginning to plan
for Conservative Week, which will
be later this school year.

Police Notes

Media violence
There will be a presentation
entitled “Media Violence, Behavior and Brain Functioning
in Children and Adolescents”
on Wednesday, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.
in the Schiff Family Conference Center. The program will
be hosted by Dr. William G.
Kronenberger from the Department of Psychiatry at the Indiana
University School of Medicine.
This presentation is hosted by
the Psychology Department and
the Peace and Justice Program.
Seats are limited, so please contact Margaret Maybury at x1053
or at maybury@xavier.edu to
reserve your place.

The Xavier Newswire

Sept. 17, 4:10 p.m.- A commuter
reported a theft by deception of
approximately $2,300 from their US
Bank account. Cincinnati Police was
notified of the situation.
Sept. 17, 5:30 p.m.- A student who
threw food items out of the window
in a residence hall was cited for
disorderly conduct.
Sept. 18, 6:14 p.m.- A student
reported the theft of a car stereo
from an open convertible in the
South lot.

Sept. 19, 12:48 p.m.- Campus Police
responded to the bookstore for a theft
in progress and a suspect struggling
with employees. The suspect was
later arrested for felony theft and
transported the Hamilton County
justice center.
Sept. 21, 11:52 p.m.- Campus Police
and Residence Life checked on the
well being of an intoxicated underage
student who in the residence halls.

Sept. 22, 10:39 p.m.- Police and
Residence Life broke up a party in
the Village with approximately 14
underage students in attendance.
Residence Life found one student
in a closet and all were cited for
underage drinking.

Sept. 23, 5:43 p.m.- Two nonstudents acting suspicious in a car
parked in the Cincinnati Bell gravel
lot were arrested on outstanding
warrants and released to the
Cincinnati Police.

Sept. 23, 1:11 a.m.- Campus Police
and Norwood Police broke up a
house party in the 1700 block of
Hopkins Ave. Approximately 300
people were in attendance.

Sept. 23, 11:56 p.m.- A student
reported that their car had been
covered in toilet paper and notes in
the C-1 lot.

Sept. 23, 1:21 a.m.- An officer on
patrol discovered three students
arguing on the corner of Dana Ave.
and Ledgwood Ave. The argument
was broken up and all were sent on
their way.

Sept. 24, 10 a.m.- A student left a
wallet containing credit cards and
over $400 in cash in the Nieuport
Lounge in Hailstones Hall. Another
student found the wallet and returned
it to Campus Police.

Sept. 23, 2:05 p.m.- Campus Police
and Residence Life conducted a
room search in Brockman Hall.
Several items of contraband were
found and confiscated.

Sept. 24, 3:22 a.m.- An officer on
patrol discovered that a blue canopy
outside the Sports Center lot had
been damaged.

Police Note
of the Week
Sept. 19, 11:02 a.m.- An employee
reported that a suspect sold a
book back to the bookstore that
had been stolen from the Library.
The suspect has been identified
and a warrant issued.
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Teacher Feature: Dr. Larson
Megan Jacobs
Staff Writer

A well-known and well-liked
professor has seemed to have disappeared. He is hard to get a hold
of and is no longer on the faculty
profiles.
What happened to Professor Larson? Is he on sabbatical? Is he taking
the semester off to work on a new
book? What has he been doing?
The answer is a little bit of everything. Dr. Todd Larson, who teaches
American and European History,
reveals the mysteries of his whereabouts and his current activities.
Q: What degrees do you have?
A: I have a B.A. from the University of Minnesota, an M.A. from
Ohio University and a Ph.D. from
the University of Illinois. Xavier
is the smallest university I have
been at.
Q: What is your favorite thing
about Xavier?
A: I am really happy with the
quality of the students. Xavier attracts a very good incoming class.
Q: If you had a time machine,
what time period would you go back
and visit?
A: I think the 1930s was the most
fascinating period. My dad grew up
in the Depression. He was older than
most dads, but I always heard stories
of the Depression.

Q: If you could be any historical figure at any time, who would
you be?
A: I’m going to pick someone
that no one has ever heard of.
I would be Hiram Leonard. He
invented the bamboo fly rod. Another one would be Kent Hrbek.
He was a first baseman for the
Minnesota Twins. He was my hero
growing up.

Q: What does your wife teach?
A: She teaches Montessori Philosophy in the Education Department.

Q: If you went back to college,
what would you do?
A: I’d become an entomologist, study bugs. I’d study spiders.
I love spiders. But I have already
had 10 years of college.

Q: Do you have any advice for
your students?
A: Yes, you can learn as much
outside the classroom as in it.

Q: What is your favorite part
of teaching history?
A: Being around students. It is
important that I can teach them my
version of history. I think students
at Xavier are lucky because they
have so many young professors
getting them to think in different
ways.
Q: What are you doing this
semester besides teaching?
A: I’m working with my wife
on finishing a book on peace
education. Peace education can
be used in schools and in the
community. Conflict resolution
is the tagline going around. We
have lectured all over the world,
including Canada, the Caribbean
and Chicago.

Q: If you weren’t a professor,
what would you be doing?
A: My favorite job was being a
fishing guide in northern Minnesota.
That was the best job I have ever had
so I would probably do that.

Q: What was your favorite part
of college?
A: Well, I met my wife in college.
Having no stress is a wonderful
gift in college. You don’t realize
what stress is until you are out of
college.
Q: What is one class at Xavier
that you think all students should
take regardless of major?
A: European History one and
two because to understand America
you have to understand western
civilization.
Q: Is there anything you want
to accomplish in your field before
you retire?
A: Well, I wanted to publish a
book and I already accomplished
that, so no, not really.

photo courtesy of WhiteFishPress.com

Q: What is your biggest pet
peeve in regards to your students?
A: It is probably when students
text in class.
Q: If you were a contestant on
“Survivor,” what would be the one
item you would take that you can’t
live without?
A: Good shoes. I’d take Johnston and Murphy’s but they probably wouldn’t be good for an island
so I’ll just say Nike’s.
Q: Is there anything else you
think your students should know
about you?
A: I like bad movies.
I think the Internet is the most
important revolution in history.
I think we should all be nicer to
each other.
And I think there are dumb
people and dumb questions.

Ride board connects
students
Elizabeth Sullivan
Assistant Campus News Editor

The Student Government Association has created a ride board, so
students have a centralized location
to post ride-sharing information.
The ride board is one of the SGA’s
newest contributions to Xavier’s
student community. Located on the
second floor of the Gallagher Student Center, the ride board is a place
where students can post their need
for a ride home or their availability
to take other students home.
SGA vice-president Craig Scanlon came up with the idea for a ride
board after finding out that other local schools have similar ride-sharing
programs in place.
After discussing the idea with the
SGA, he met with the University of
Dayton’s SGA president to find out
more about their ride board.
SGA approved this idea and they
set up a board featuring a map in
Gallagher with pegs hanging from

each state. Students can post either blue or gold notes indicating
the city they need to travel to and
if they need a ride or are able to
offer one.
Scanlon said that the board
has had positive feedback since it
was hung at the beginning of the
semester.
He said that students at Manresa
were asking about it, and that many
people have commented on how
professional it looks.
Despite the positive response
to the ride board, Scanlon believes
that some people are hesitant to
use it because it is “new and different.”
Scanlon believes that once
students understand how to use
the ride board, it will become a
“popular way” for students to find
or give rides to and from Xavier.
Since fall break is less than a
month away, students have begun
to use the “ride board” to post
needed or available rides.

Want to write for the Newswire?
We are currently looking for new campus news
writers for the fall semester. To begin writing, email
us at newswire-news@xavier.edu.

Newswire photo by erika Breese

BRIEFS
Tennis clinic
There will be a tennis clinic
on Thursday, Sept. 27 from 6 to 8
p.m. on the tennis courts. Come
out and enjoy some tennis instruction and matches with the Tennis
Club, as well as complimentary
food and beverages. This event
is free for all Xavier students,
faculty and staff and is a great
opportunity to learn more about
tennis at Xavier. Tennis equipment will be available to those
who need it and door prizes will
be given. For more information,
please contact Nick Mock at
mockn1@xavier.edu.

Coffee hour
There will be a Coffee Hour
sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta
on Wednesday, Sept. 26 at 3:30
p.m. in the Faces of the World
Lounge on the second floor of
the GSC. For more information,
please contact mckinneys1@
xavier.edu or call x2872.

Conflict resolution
The Advancing Leaders Series
presentation on conflict resolution
will take place Monday, Oct. 1 at
4 p.m. in the Clocktower Lounge.
This seminar is designed to help
students improve their ability to
address and manage conflict. The
program will be presented by Jeff
Girton, Husman Hall Director.
This is the third of six events for
the Fall Advancing Leaders Series
sponsored by the Peer Leadership
Team. The series is an opportunity for all students and staff to
enhance their leadership skills.
For more information, please
contact busamla@xavier.edu or
call x3662.

Diwali dancers
The South Asian Society needs
student dancers for their Diwali
celebrations this fall. All students
are welcome, even if they have
never tried Indian dancing before.
For more information please
contact Anish Kapil, president of
the Xavier South Asian Society at
kapila@xavier.edu.

Interview workshop
There will be an interview
workshop on Thursday, Sept. 27
at 4 p.m. in GSC 330. Learn how
to prepare for upcoming interviews by learning what to say,
what to wear and what to expect.
Pizza will be served. For more
information, contact franchakj@
xavier.edu or call x3141.

Reds game
The Xavier Navigators are
selling $5 tickets to the Reds vs.
Cubs game on Friday, Sept. 28.
Buses will leave Kuhlman Circle
at 6 p.m. For more information,
contact Rachel Spradlin at spradlinr@xavier.edu.
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We just want to talk

Clearly, there are some unanswered questions here at this university.
There are a lot of important changes going on at Xavier, such as campus
expansion, new semi-clandestine drinking policies and, just as importantly,
Johnny Wolf transferring to UNC-Wilmington (or not).
We at the Newswire have done our best to provide students with information about many of these issues, but we only know so much about
what the administration is doing at Xavier University, since we are only
students ourselves.
We’d like to know more about issues that affect the students of Xavier
University. We imagine that many other students share our curiosity. College is all about asking questions, right? And who better to answer them
than the president of Xavier himself, Michael Graham, S.J.?
We find Fr. Graham to be a rather agreeable chap, as he actually seems to
enjoy interacting with students. However, it seems like Fr. Graham doesn’t
really get to address the student body very often, and the Newswire thinks
that we could all benefit from more quality time together.
So here’s our plan: Sometime during the next few months, hold a town
hall meeting in the Gallagher Theater where students who wish to can
come and ask Fr. Graham whatever questions they may have in a direct,
personal manner.
These meetings will give the administration the option of hearing
student concerns, opinions and ideas firsthand. While they have done a
good job of meeting our needs, we often wonder how they know what
our needs are. Furthermore, it would be great to see what exactly gets
plotted inside Schmidt Hall.
We think this would help foster more positive communication between
students and the administration, an area in which we all desperately need
to improve.

—L E T T E R S
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Partying for a purpose Pigeonholing, politics, and a problem

As the Newswire reported on the front page, a group of Xavier students
decided to put their beer money to good use, donating the proceeds they
collected as entry fee to their party to the Cincinnati Stop AIDS 5K.
Now, we here at the Newswire aren’t promoting the party scene, but
we do recognize that this is a viable option for many students on the
weekends.
Since students will go to parties, and those hosting the parties can and
do charge money for people (at least guys) to get in, what better way for
them to spend the money raised than donating it to a charity?
We think that in a roundabout and humorous way, these actions truly
represent the Xavier commitment to service. Think about it: These people
were getting drunk to stop AIDS.
A lot of people will focus on the first part of that statement and frown,
citing irresponsible and self-indulgent behavior. But the truth is that
students will get drunk, regardless, so the fact that they DID raise money
for a cause shows some degree of commitment and care.
What really disturbs the Newswire is Xavier’s reaction to this party.
Obviously, the university is not going to sanction these actions. However,
when we attempted to check with university officials regarding whether
the hosts of the party could be punished if we released their names, the
officials either would not or could not give us a straight answer.
This alarmed us quite a bit, so we chose not to print the names of
these considerate students out of fear that that Xavier might try to punish
them.
But what would be punishable? The students hosting the party were of
legal age to drink, and they took precautions to prevent underage drinkers
from attending the party. Hopefully, the Xavier recognizes this and will
not attempt to reprimand these individuals.
Parties can get out of control, but when they don’t, we feel that fundraising is an excellent way for drunkenness to benefit the community.

We are writing in response to
Darren LaCour’s column in last
week’s issue entitled, “Propaganda,
Apathy and MTV.”
With such an intriguing name,
both of us were immediately interested.
Upon reading the article, this
interest quickly turned to disappointment.
Instead of an enticing opinion
piece, it was an inaccurate and
stereotypical accusation.
He writes that Philosophy, Politics and the Public students are
“overzealously caring” and “forced
to slave away” in local politics.
After being personally involved
in this program, the required hours
of hands-on campaigning have

provided us both with practical
knowledge and enjoyable experiences that are unattainable through
abstract classroom lectures.
He also writes that there was
“no doubt” in his mind that a PPP
student “vandal[ized]” his car by
placing Charlie Winburn’s flyer on
his windshield.
The problem with this accusation is that no PPP student is
currently involved in the Charlie
Winburn campaign.
Additionally, the article infers
that having an out-of-state license
plate automatically excludes a student from voting locally.
As Xavier students, we reside in
Cincinnati and therefore have the
option to vote in Ohio. Many out-

of-state students have changed their
registration to do just that.
While complaining that PPP
students are too passionate about
politics, the article simultaneously
criticizes our generation for being
too apathetic.
This contradiction creates an
unclear standard for how much we
are allowed to care about the world
in which we live.
We don’t deny that many people
our age are not interested in politics.
However, programs like PPP
can inspire students to become
proactive about community involvement.
Through practical experiences,
we develop the tools to create positive change.

—Kevin Hoggatt
Briana Hansen
Class of ‘08

On the Web: http://www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation and final exams, by the students of Xavier
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH
45207-2129.
The staff editorial is written by a different staff
member each week and does not necessarily reflect
the sentiments of the entire staff. It is also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write it.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Patrick Stevenson, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to Ellie
Jaqueth, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

Photo courtesy of worth1000.com

Opinions & EDITORIALS

The Xavier Newswire

— S TA F F TA L K —

Being the elitists we are, we decided to rub our special privileges in all of your
faces. Just so you’d get jealous, we’re going to let you know:
“What’s your favorite part about working for the Newswire?”

Katie Rosenbaum
Campus News Editor
“Cheating death—
the ceiling could collapse any minute!”

Briana Hansen
Calendar City
“Darren LaCour.”

Darren LaCour
Op-Ed Editor
“Constantly refreshing
my inbox waiting for
the flood of Letters to
the Editor I surely will
receive.”

Emily Hoferer
A&E Editor
“The power to cancel Jeff McMurray’s
‘Unrated.’”

Monica Laco
Copy Editor

Jeff McMurray
Features Editor

“Making people
who can’t write not
look like idiots.”

“The inane ramblings
of Mr. Patrick J. Stevenson (see below).”

John LaFollette
Sports Editor

Patrick Stevenson
Editor-in-Chief

“The satisfaction of
sharing in a fellowship
of journalistic integrity
and seeing my weirdness in print.”

“I enjoy how well-funded
we are by Xavier...wait,
no...I enjoy how receptive
members at this univerity
are of criticism...wait, no...
I guess I really just like seeing my name in print. A lot.”

Harold and Kumar: Heroes
There’s a movie you may have
seen called “Harold and Kumar Go
to White Castle” about two guys
who spend all night trying to go
to White Castle (and smoke a ton
of weed).
Sort of. It’s really about a lot of
other things. On one level, it’s a hilarious comedy that isn’t remotely
plausible or believable.
But this absurd flick does contain a handful of messages for those
of us who didn’t pay attention when
we read Aesop’s fables in third
grade, and thus have to resort to
films about narcotics and fast food
to obtain moral guidance.
The first theme is something
about asserting yourself and standing up to bullies, and there is something about not judging people.
I can’t really be sure, because I
don’t care.
But when Harold and Kumar
finally get to White Castle, there
is one important, ultimate, fundamental truth that I am certain
anyone can derive from the movie. I
guarantee that Harold and Kumar’s

The lesson here is the secret to
meal of 30 slyders, five french fries
and four cherry cokes (each) is the happiness: People better apprecimost satisfying anyone could ever ate things when they’ve worked
for them.
possibly have.
This is why my parents made me
Why? Not just because White
Castle is outrageously delicious, but buy my first car. Whenever I drive
more so because Harold and Kumar it, I remember my 1.5 years worth
literally spend their entire night on a of sweat-soaked contribution to the
food industry during high school in
crazy adventure, almost
order to afford it.
killing themselves,
Every now and then, we find
trying to eat White
ourselves in situations where
Castle.
something we want is unreasonIf they had just
ably elusive — what I’ve dubbed
taken a five-minute
a “Harold and Kumar situation.”It
drive to White Castle
could be something completely
and eaten, it wouldn’t
unimportant, like curiously
have been half as gratismall hamburgers, or somefying.
thing you’ve been working
But around
for your entire life.
sunrise the next
andrew
So the next time you find
morning, after chestnut
yourself in one of these situescaping from
jail, stealing a car, riding a cheetah ations, remember that normally
and hang gliding, they weren’t only meaningless rewards can become
tasting thinly-sliced grade-A beef immeasurably more enjoyable if
with dubious amounts of grilled they are attained through a lot of
onions — they are tasting the fruits effort.
It’s always the journey, never the
of hard labor. They were tasting
destination.
victory over adversity.

I’m “Darren” You

by Matt Kroeger
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Higher learning
I admit I am a nerd. I’ve always Physiology at 8:30 a.m., not that
been good at school. I spend way I’m still bitter…
too many hours in our asbestosAs I became a wise upper classfilled library and even voluntarily man, I started asking people more
go there on the weekends. I study, and more about what classes to
that’s what I do.
take, specifically which ones were
However, amidst all this higher easy. I checked Rate My Professors
learning, I recently found myself and found the professors that I had
asking if I had ever taken a dif- wouldn’t be much trouble. If someficult class that wasn’t required to one told me a class or teacher was
complete my majors.
challenging, I stayed away.
Does anyone deliberately take
This year, I decided to be brave.
hard classes over easy classes Upon a recommendation from a
when they have the choice? Would friend, I signed up to take a class I
you take a more challenging class knew would be a lot of work.
because you heard you would get
Because we psychology majors
a lot out of it instead of taking that are forced to take four philosophy
one class you know they practically classes, which no one has yet exgive out As?
plained to me why, I decided
To me, grades have
to listen to my friend and
always been important.
take Existential PhenomI wasn’t one of those
enology. I mean does anyfortunate kids who got
body even know what that
twenty bucks for a good
means? Existential what?
report card or whatever
I didn’t think much
so getting high marks
about what I was getting
was just what was exmyself into until I
pected.
talked to one of my
I stressed about
friends about the
grades and was even
class. She said she
beth
one of those annoyhad heard the profeshesse
ing kids who cried
sor was hard and that
when I got a B plus.
because of this, I obviously should
Then high school came and have run away screaming. I had to
while grades were still a significant explain to her that I had willingly
part of our academic career, taking submitted myself to such supposed
more difficult classes seemed to be torture.
the primary concern.
I realized then that I was takWe were told to take honors ing a class simply because it was
and AP classes whenever we had supposed to be beneficial for my
the chance because that was what overall learning, not simply to get
colleges looked for. I found myself an A on my transcript.
taking AP U.S. history even though
This was a big revelation for
it was taught by one of the hardest me.
professors and I felt way in over
I still cared about what I would
my head.
get in the class, I mean I still
The amazing thing was, I am a nerd, but I was ultimately
learned, I mean really learned. I had taking it for its overall intrinsic
taken the tough class on purpose value…Whoa.
and survived, and I came out more
Looking back, I wish I had done
knowledgeable because of it.
this more often. I know I have
When I went off to college, I avoided classes in the past simply
suddenly found myself in a situa- because they were “hard.”
tion I wasn’t used to: Freedom. I
Maybe if I had taken those more
could pick all my own classes!
difficult classes, I would have actuI had to fulfill certain require- ally taken some more classes I rements, but even so, most of my ally enjoyed and could honestly say
required classes were taught by I learned something from instead
different professors at some point of sleeping my way through the
and I could even choose what time easy ones.
of the day I wanted to take them
Instead I missed out because
or even what semester for that I was more worried about grades
matter.
than actually learning, which is
This was glorious. At first I ultimately what we should really
was a naïve freshmen (no offense) be concerned with.
gladly taking whatever classes the
So go ahead: take that class,
university had given to me at PREP, challenge yourself–even if you do
even if it included Anatomy and get a B.
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WhaT Would you do WITh up To
That’s how much you can get when
you open a new checking account!
You’re in college. You need a checking account. You
definitely need extra cash. What are you waiting for?
• Open new checking account – get $50
• Keep account active for one year – get $50
• First overdraft fee waived (just in case) – worth $31
• Use debit card 10 times – get $25
• Sign up for E-statement – get $25
• Credit to cover 15 non-WesBanco $2 ATM fees – get $30
It all adds up to $211!
Visit your nearby WesBanco office today and get the
211 on earning up to $211. We’ll even throw in a free
T-shirt, bringing the grand total to $222!
See below for additional
information concerning bonuses.**

wesbanco.com

Finneytown 513-522-5551 • Harrison 513-367-6171 • Monfort Heights 513-741-5766
Montgomery 513-792-8600 • St. Bernard 513-641-1655 • Western Hills 513-451-0511
** Bonus for opening an account: A deposit must be made to open and activate an account to receive the bonus. Bonus will be credited to an open account 28 days after account is opened. Customer must sign up for a debit card to receive account opening bonus. Customers with a current checking account, or who
transfer funds from an existing WesBanco deposit account, are not eligible for $50 for opening a new checking account. One year bonus: Twelve months after an account has remained open, a $50 bonus will be credited. Overdraft fee waived: First overdraft fee within 90 days of account opening will be refunded.
Debit card purchases bonus: You must make ten debit card purchases within 90 days of account opening to earn bonus. Non-WesBanco ATM fees bonus: $30 bonus will be credited to account when debit card is used once within 90 days of account opening. All bonuses are subject to change without notice and
limited to one per customer. WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a member FDIC.
* Percentage of customers who would recommend WesBanco to a friend. Prime Performance, Inc. Survey.
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Young guns guide
women’s golf

photo courtesy goxavier.com

Freshman Rachel Levi helped
lead the women’s golf team to a
third place finish.
Two Xavier golfers turned in
the best performances of their collegiate careers this weekend.
Sophomore Mary Beth McKenna and freshman Rachel Levi led the
way for the swinging Musketeers as
the squad missed a tie for first place
in the Sea Trial Intercollegiate Tournament by just three strokes.
McKenna shot a 76 to finish
at seven-over par in fourth place.
Levi shot a 75 in her final found to
finish the tournament tied for sixth.
McKenna’s performance was the
best finish by a women’s golfer
since Oct. 31, 2005.
The squad’s third place finish
was also the team’s best finish
since 2005.
The golf team heads to the Keystone State next weekend for the
Nittany Lion Invitational on Sept.
30 and Oct. 1.

Men’s tennis lifts
off in Rocket Inv.
The Xavier men’s tennis squad
blasted off for its first tournament
of the 2007-08 season, the Toledo
Rocket Invitational.
Houston, the Musketeers did
not have a problem securing fourth
place as a team.
The Muskies racked up two
doubles victories over Duquesne,
who actually went on to win the
Rocket Invitational.
Junior Mike Dieciuc shined at
singles for the Musketeers, cruising
to a 6-2, 6-4 win over Steven Wipprecht of Cleveland State.
Senior Brian Quinn and freshman Brian Starr each had singles
victories as well, both coming at
the expense of the University of
Dayton.
Starr won in two sets, 6-4, 61, while Quinn needed three sets
to win 4-6, 6-2, 1-0 (7). Last but
certainly not least, junior Doug
Matthews went 3-0 in singles play
for the Musketeers.
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Women scoreless in rare home loss
Shooting advantage not enough as undefeated streak ends
John LaFollette
Sports Editor

The Xavier women’s soccer
team suffered a tough loss against
Miami (OH) last Sunday, falling
to the Redhawks by a score of 1-0,
and ending an undefeated streak
at home that had lasted for nearly
two years.
The Musketeers had compiled a
9-0-2 record at the Xavier University Soccer Complex, dating back
to Oct. 14, 2005.
Miami took a 1-0 lead when the
Redhawks’ Jackie Hardek’s shot
ricocheted off the crossbar and into
the net in the 39th minute.
Frustratingly unsuccessful Musketeer shooting proved to be the
story of the match, though. Xavier
substantially out-shot the Redhawks, 25-9, including a 14-4
advantage in the second half.
Junior forward Carissa Gilbert
and sophomore midfielder Brittany
Green led the Musketeers with six
shots each, including two shots-ongoal each.
A barrage of five consecutive
shots in just over three minutes
midway through the second half,
taken exclusively by Gilbert and
Green, was adequately defended,
and Xavier remained scoreless.
Miami’s defense was anchored
by the stubborn goalkeeping of
Krista Pace, who recorded eight
saves en route to her fourth career
shutout.
The Xavier squad fell to a record

newswire photo by erika breese

Junior forward Carissa Gilbert, a transfer from the University of Maryland, co-led the Musketeers in shots
in Sunday’s loss to Miami (OH). Xavier outshot Miami substantially, but could not find the net.
of 1-8-0 with the loss, and Miami
improved to 2-3-2.
Sporadic scoring has plagued
Xavier this season; in their eight
losses, the Musketeers have scored

just four goals.
The Musketeers will begin the
bulk of their conference season this
weekend, with a Friday afternoon
game scheduled against George

Washington in Washington, D.C.
The Muskies will return to
Cincinnati for a 1 p.m. match this
Sunday against the Saint Joseph’s
Hawks.

Tourney honors, not much else for Muskies in W. Va.
jeff mcmurray
Feature News Editor

After shutting out IUPUI at
home, the Xavier men’s soccer team
dropped their next two games on the
road at the 2007 Marshall Classic.
The 2007 Marshall Classic included host team Marshall, Western
Kentucky, High Point and Xavier,
with the Classic beginning on Friday, Sept. 21 and concluding on
Sunday, Sept. 23.
Emotions were high going into
their first game of the Classic on
Friday against Marshall, but Xavier
quickly fell behind 2-0 in the first
six minutes.
The 2-0 advantage came after
Kolby LaCrone of the Thundering
Heard netted two goals in the early
minutes of the first half.

LaCrone’s first goal came after
he got behind the Musketeer defense
and into one-on-one situations with
Xavier goalie Joe Diederich.
Xavier sophomore Josep Sagarra cut Marshall’s lead in half with a
goal in the 34th minute.
This was Sagarra’s first goal of
the season but it was not enough for
the Musketeers.
The Musketeers controlled most
of the second half but could not
get past the Thundering Heard
defense.
With losing 2-1 to Marshall,
Xavier dropped to 3-4-0 on the
season.
Game two of the Classic had the
Musketeers facing off against the
High Point Panthers.
Just as in game one, Xavier fell

behind early after Hilaire Babou
of the Panthers netted a goal off
of a header in the 18th minute of
the match.
Xavier tried to get back in the
game but the Panthers scored an
insurance goal after Matt Tuttle
punched in a feed from Baboue in
the 31st minute.
Musketeers El-Hadji Dieng and
Jake Vollmer were both named to
the Marshall Classic All-Tournament Team.
After the two losses, Xavier
dropped to 3-5-0 on the year.
The Musketeers return to action
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 28 when
the team returns home to the Xavier
University Soccer Complex to
take on the visiting Detroit-Mercy
Titans.
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Sophomore Jake Vollmer was
named to the Marshall Classic
All-Tournament Team.

Club Sports Report
Club Ultimate Disc: Team X, 3-0
			
Team U, 1-2

Men’s club soccer: Win over Dayton, 1-0
			
Loss to Miami (OH), 4-2

Women’s club rugby: Win over Marshall, 50-0

Women’s club soccer: Win over Kent State, 3-0
			
Tie with Ohio Univ., 0-0

Club football: Loss to Wilmington College (JV), 21-14

Club tennis: Win over Western Ky., 9-2
Loss to Kentucky, 7-4

The week ahead:
Women’s club rugby: at Eastern Kentucky,
11 a.m. Sat.
Club tennis: Dayton, 1 p.m. Sat.,
Xavier tennis courts

Men’s club soccer: Ohio Univ., 10:30 a.m. Sat.,;
Ohio State, 6 p.m. Sat. (Both at OSU)
Women’s club soccer: at Western Ill., 1 p.m. Sat.;
at Ill. St., 11 a.m. Sun.; at Illinois, 1 p.m. Sun.
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Kaminsky and Quayle quell ‘Quesne, clinch wins
paul moeller
Assoc. Sports Editor

Much like a defensive specialist
digging a spiked volleyball, Xavier
has bounced back after taking a
hard hit last week.
Coming off two consecutive
losses, the Musketeers opened their
Atlantic 10 season at home with a
win on Friday over the Duquesne
Dukes.
The squad was led to the 30-24,
30-26, 30-23 victory by senior Jill
Quayle and sophomores Kelly Ruth
and Lauren Kaminsky.
Quayle recorded a hitting percentage of .522 while Ruth smashed
16 kills and Kaminsky notched 15
digs.
Excellent performances were
also turned in by freshmen Claire
Paszkiewicz and Noelle Spitler.
Paszkiewicz served an impressive
three aces, while Spitler served an
ace of her own to go with an assisted block in her first performance
of the season.
The Muskies returned to the
court on Saturday night against the
visiting St. Louis Billikins.

In their second Atlantic 10
match, Xavier picked up their
eleventh win of the season in 3-0
consecutive game fashion. Ruth
led the way for the spiking squad,
firing off a team-high 15 kills and
recording a match-high 16 digs.
But Ruth was not the only Musketeer to achieve a double-double
on the night.
Freshman Katie Russell also
posted a double-double to the tune
of 10 kills and 13 digs.
Russell had an exciting game for
other reasons, tallying a career high
six block assists for the match.
But perhaps her most entertaining achievement was her gamewinning service ace to clinch the
second game for the Musketeers.
After serving what looked to be
a long ball, the SLU libero couldn’t
get out of its blistering path.
The ball struck her face and
could not be returned, capping the
game 31-29 in favor of the Musketeers.
Junior libero Megan Hellmann
joined her teammates at the ace
party, rifling back-to-back service

aces late in the third game.
Quayle got under 13 digs en
route to a .429 hitting percentage
for the match, while Paszkiewicz
earned a new career-high with 11
digs.
Following the victorious weekend, Ruth was honored on Monday
as the Atlantic 10 Player of the
Week for volleyball.
The sophomore outside hitter
averaged 5.2 kills and 4.2 assists
per game over the weekend, helping to set the Musketeer conference
record at 2-0. This was the first such
honor of her career.
After resting from action on
Sunday and Monday, the Xavier
netters took to the court again on
Tuesday night against the Wright
State Raiders.
Even in front of the Cintas faithful, the Musketeers could not continue their winning ways, dropping
the match 3-0, leaving their record
at 11-6 for the year.
Quayle led the squad with 12
kills while Paszkiewicz topped her
former career-high of 11 digs by
adding one more in the contest.
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Sophomore Lauren Kaminsky, left, notched a team-high 15 digs and
sophomore Kelly Ruth had 16 kills in Xavier’s win over Duquesne.
The freshman setter also dished
out a career-high 21 assists. Senior
Jenni Horvath turned in a solid
performance, notching eight kills,
five digs, and three blocks against
the Raiders.
The Musketeer netters will re-

turn to conference play on Friday
Sept. 27 as they head to the Bronx,
NY to face the Fordham Rams.
They will then face the other Rams
of the Atlantic 10, conference-rival
Rhode Island Rams, on Saturday
Sept. 28 at 4 p.m.

The Spectator by John LaFollette
Weekly commentary on the world of sports
John LaFollette
Sports Editor

So often (too often) it seems that
the Spectator is just as qualified to
write a column about disappointment as about sporting news.
In the last few months, he has
been dealt a staggering number of
disappointing blows, both small
(learning that a milestone birthday
falls on a Sunday and not a Saturday, as planned), moderate (learning that a favorite golf course is
undergoing renovations during the
few times when its play is feasible)
and large (learning that a nemesis’s
girlfriend, once dastardly wooed
from him by the Spectator’s charm,
is not really his girlfriend at all).
Eclipsing even the largest of said
recent disappointments, none compared to the Spectator’s stretch of
failure in finding a suitable unpaid
intern to replace Jason, who, having
graduated from high school and his
internship, has moved on to bigger
and better things (like studying
digital music production at Lexington Community College).
The Spectator didn’t think it
would be too difficult to improve
on an intern like Jason, who set the
bar fairly low. Applicant after applicant looked great on paper, but
the real test of an unpaid intern,
as the Spectator well knows, is an
interview.
Nothing is more revealing than
good, honest, conversation and
sadly, applicant after applicant revealed himself to be little more than
a consumer of time and patience (if
not budgeted salary), eager to fill
his resume with “work experience,”
and not his hours with meaningful
work.
As he said, the Spectator was
gripped by disappointment, having
based his expectations on applicants’ stated reputations, iron-clad
recommendations and a crotchety,
lingering faith in the system that got
him where he is today.
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Iron man Brett Favre, left, is one of the reasons why it’s never a good idea to count the Packers out of
anything, even a win over a much-touted San Diego squad. Favre threw for his 420th career touchdown in
the Packers’ 31-24 win over the Chargers last Sunday.
Ever the optimist, however, the
Spectator now seeks to comfort
fans who have similarly been disillusioned by their teams’ “underperformance” this football season,
and to point to a shining example
of success in the face of low expectations.
There are currently two college
football teams fighting for the title
of this year’s biggest disappointment.
Michigan began the season
as the No. 5 team in the country,
only to play bad defense against a

decent offense and lose to Division
I-AA (or NCAA Division I Football Championship Subdivision)
opponent Appalachian State in the
biggest upset in college football
history. The Wolverines followed
one bad outing with another, and
got crushed by Oregon.
Michigan seems to have righted
the ship however, soundly beating
then-No. 10 Penn State last Saturday after obliterating the woefully
bad Notre Dame Fighting Irish the
week before.
On the other hand, the Louisville

Cardinals seem to be moving the
other direction. Two weeks ago,
the Cards were ranked ninth, having
survived a struggle against Middle
Tennessee State.
Bad defense (think Our Lady of
Mount Carmel 5th/6th grade AA
football bad) also plagued the Cardinals, who have given up 42 points
to MTSU, 40 in a loss at Kentucky
and 38 to perennial Big East doormat Syracuse in last Saturday’s loss
at Cardinal Stadium.
Michigan’s defense had lost
some personnel, but was not ex-

pected to be terrible. Louisville
had lost some personnel, but was
said to have assembled the fastest
defensive unit in school history.
Imagine (or realize) fans’ disappointment when they saw, in four
straight games, that Louisville had
also assembled the unit historically
best at watching touchdown passes
sail over its heads.
Professionally, the Chicago
Bears and San Diego Chargers
are both in the throes of immense
disappointment.
The Spectator is well aware that
a much longer season (not to mention a system of playoffs whereby
competition, and not voting, crowns
a champion) allows for a more
tempered view of a here-to-fore
unsuccessful season.
Still, the Bears and Chargers are
both 1-2 after Week Three, when
both were expected to be among
the top teams in the league this
year. The Bears have fallen to the
Chargers (in San Diego’s lone win),
and, lopsidedly, to the Cowboys in
Chicago.
San Diego has played quality competition in all three of its
games, having beaten the Bears,
but losing on the road against New
England and Green Bay.
The Spectator isn’t ready to
press the panic button, especially
when LaDanian Tomlinson isn’t,
but San Diego needs to shape up
if it wants to improve much on last
season.
The award for accomplishing
the most so far with the least (expectations) goes to the Packers of
Green Bay. Brett Favre is playing
well, and the looming-turned-leaky
defense is formidably looming
once again, having earned an early
reputation as one of the toughest in
the league.
Head coach Mike McCarthy’s
play-calling has seemed suspect at
times, but the Pack is winning the
games, and that’s the only measure
of success the Spectator has.
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Queen City art museums

by Kristina Murray

If you are looking for some off-campus fun, then take a trip downtown to check out Cincinnati’s happening art scene. From Rembrandt
to Warhol, Cincinnati has it all. The city’s three main art museums—
The Taft Museum of Art, the Contemporary Arts Center and the Cincinnati Art Museum—each hold their own unique treasures that are
worth a visit. Tricia Suit, public relations manager at the Taft, agrees,
stating, “Whether you are from Cincinnati or not, [visiting the museum] is a great way to learn about the history of the city and how
the arts have come to be such a huge part of Cincinnati.”
Whether you want to see Picasso, Van Gogh or Botticelli, you
will find it at the Cincinnati Art
Museum. Home to over 60,000
works of art, the CAM is a great
place to spend an afternoon.
The Museum, located in Eden
Park, currently features a special exhibit devoted to the work
of Saul Steinberg, a famous cartoonist for “The New Yorker,” including a stunning large mural of
the city of Cincinnati.

photo courtesy taft museum

Taft Museum of Art
316 Pike St.
Tues.-Sun.
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
$8-Adults
$6-Students
free on Wed.
The Taft Museum of
Art is full of history
as well as art. Built
in the 1820s, it has
been home to some
of Cincinnati’s most
prominent families
including the Tafts.

photo courtesy www.gccc.com

Cincinnati
Art Museum
953 Eden Park Dr.
Tues.-Sun
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wed. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
free admission anytime

Now a National
Historic Landmark,
the Taft is known
for its outstanding
small art collection,
featuring artists
such as Rembrandt,
H a l s , Tu r n e r a n d
Gainsborough.
The Taft Museum
currently has a special
exhibition entitled
“Romanticism to PostImpressionism:19th
Century German Art”
from the Milwaukee
Art Museum.

join peace corps
come learn more and meet
returned volunteers
photo courtesy kzf.com

The Contemporary
Arts Center, located
on 44 East 6th Street,
takes a different spin
on art. It is a non-collecting institute, and
its exhibits tend to
focus on popular contemporary works in all
mediums.
Currently, the CAC is
hosting many exhibits,
including “Open House:
Cincinnati Collects,”
featuring masterpieces
collected by the people
of Cincinnati.

Information meeting

Tuesday, October 2, 6:00 pm
Gallagher 330

The Contemporary Arts Center
44 East 6th Street
Monday 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Wed.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
$7.50 Adults
$5.50 Students
Free on Mondays from 5 p.m.-9 p.m.

for more information visit our website www.peacecorps.gov
or call 800.424.8580

You’re Welcome.
www.xavier.edu/newswire
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The scoop on “Gossip Girl”
emily hoferer
Arts & Entertainment Editor

The new show “Gossip Girl”
premiered on the CW last Wednesday, generating a lot of buzz for
being another guilty pleasure for
teenage audiences missing “The
O.C.” But the show, which is based
on the series of books by Cecily von
Ziegesar, is actually not as terrible
as I thought it would be.
“Gossip Girl,” is the name of a
blog that the characters constantly
check for the latest gossip. Gossip
Girl’s blog serves to narrate the series and her voice belongs to Kristen Bell from “Veronica Mars.”
The show begins with Gossip
Girl breaking the news that Serena van der Woodsen has returned
after mysteriously disappearing to
boarding school. Serena is played
by Blake Lively and her reasons
for leaving are never divulged, but
hints are dropped that she has an alcohol problem. The audience finds
out that she has returned because
her younger brother attempted to
kill himself.
Serena comes off as being extremely likeable, as opposed to her
former best friend, Blair Waldorf.
Blair looks and breathes the stereotype of a spoiled rich kid. She
is the typical queen bee of her allgirls private high school. She is
obsessed with her boyfriend, Nate
Archibald, played by Zac Efron
look-a-like Chace Crawford.

Dumb & Dumber
Blair (center) and her cronies have to hold tightly to their social status at school.
Nate confesses to Blair that he
slept with Serena before she left for
boarding school, causing the temporarily reconciled friends to split.
The audience knows that Nate is in
love with Serena, but he stays with
Blair at his father’s urging.
Nate’s friend Chuck, played
by British actor Ed Westwick, is a
pot-smoking, abusive jerk, to put it
kindly. Twice in the pilot he tries
to force girls into uncomfortable
situations with him. Westwick
does a good job of making Chuck
absolutely despicable.
The Humphrey siblings, Dan

and Jenny, are a breath of fresh air.
They are the “normal” people that
are thrust into this fantasy world of
wealth and elitism. Dan hates his
classmates for ignoring him and is
portrayed as sarcastic and spiteful,
his one weakness being that he’s
been in love with Serena from afar
for years.
Jenny is young, artistic and impressionable. She longs to be a part
of the in-crowd and is elated when
she scores an invite to the lavish
“Kiss on the Lips” party.
Unfortunately, her first party
experience is less than memorable
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thanks to Chuck.
The premise of this show by
itself is not promising but the pilot
was pleasantly surprising. The
characters may seem stereotypical
and overdone (Blair has two henchwomen who follow her everywhere,
a la “Mean Girls”), but Blake
Lively is good enough to carry the
show.
The sets, clothes and music are
fresh and hip. And while the plot
may be manufactured as well, the
show has plenty of room to grow
and improve.

side. Instead we get more tales of
the mean streets and violence. He
does, however, have a few tracks
such as “Straight to the Bank” and
“Amusement Park,” which he performed at the Video Music Awards,
and the Timberland produced “Ayo
Technology,” featuring Justin Timberlake, that may help him sell.
The problem with 50 Cent’s new
album is that we have heard it all
before, in his past albums and on the
albums of fellow G. Unit members,
Lloyd Banks and Tony Yayo.
While there may be a few saving
grace tracks thanks to his featured
guests, 50 Cent may need to be true
to his bet and retire with what little
dignity he has left.
50 Cent is eating his words.
50 Cent’s 2003 debut album
“Get Rich or Die Trying” was the
biggest seller of 2003. His follow-up, “The Massacre,” was the
second biggest selling album of
2005 and earned him 11 Grammy
nominations.
Fans who were expecting club
bangers like “In Da Club”, “Candy
Shop,” “21 Questions,” “P.I.M.P.”

Live Wires
Pat McGee

@ 20th Century Theater
Friday, Sept. 28
Badfish (Sublime tribute)
@ Bogarts

Emily Hoferer, Editor
Arts & Entertainment Desk:
745-2878
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu

Take a study break this Thursday,
Sept. 27 from 7 to 9 p.m. and join
the Emerging Leaders Committee in the Clocktower Lounge to
watch “Office Space” and learn
a little more about leadership.
There will be food and a chance
to win a copy of “Office Space,”
a $20 gift card to AMC movie
theaters or a Flix Deluxe Package.

brandy williams
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor
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Movie madness

50 Cent ain’t worth a penny
Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson’s new
album “Curtis,” released Sept.
11, 2007, has been a large disappointment to many of his fans who
were awaiting groovy club hits and
catchy sing-alongs.
The third album features guest
appearances by Eminem, Akon,
Justin Timberlake, Mary J. Blige,
Robin Thicke and Nicole Scherzinger from the Pussycat Dolls.
The shared release date with
artist Kanye West’s album entitled
“Graduation” sparked a friendly
battle between the two about who
would sell more albums.
50 Cent is eating his words,
as he promised to retire if Kanye
West outsold him during the first
week. According to “Billboard”
the Kanye West album has come out
on top selling 957,000 to 50 Cent’s
691,000 during the first week.
This must have been a sore
defeat for the rapper as his past
record sales have reached record
numbers. His over-confidence and
underestimation of Kanye West has
caused him a lot of embarrassment
among the music industry.
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Saturday, Sept. 29
Rodney Carrington
@ Hara Arena
Wednesday, Oct. 3
Regina Spektor

@ Bogarts
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Curtis

and “Window Shopper,” they will
be hugely disappointed as the
majority of 50 Cent’s album talks by: 50 Cent
about his ability to kill, how many Record Label: Interscope
guns he has to kill with and how Newswire Official Rating:
easy it is for him to have sex with
any woman he wants.
This was 50 Cent’s chance to
reinvent himself, shed his icey
exterior and show a more human
.

«««««

New Releases

The following discs are due for release on or after September
25...
Rascal Flatts Still Feels Good (Lyric Street) ... Chris Botti Italia
(Sony) ... Foo Fighters Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace (RCA) ... Melissa Etheridge The Awakening (Island)... Nellie McKay Obligatory
Villagers (Hungry Mouse)		

The GSC Classic Movie Series
will be showing the hilarious
comedy “Dumb and Dumber”
featuring Jim Carrey. Showtimes
are 11 p.m. on Thursday and
Friday, Sept. 27-28 in the GSC
Theater. The movie is free to XU
students.

Latin Dance
The opportunity to show off
your dance skills is coming up at
the annual Latin Dance. Show
up at 8:30 on Sept. 28 in the
Schiff Family Banquet Center for free salsa lessons before the dance begins at 9 p.m.

Karaoke night
The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Inc. will be hosting a karaoke
night in the GSC Atrium at 7 p.m.
on Friday, Sept. 28. There will be
lots of music and fun. The event is
free, so come out and support them!

Light The Night
There will be a “Light The Night”
event at Lakota West High School
on Saturday, Sept. 29 from 5 p.m.
to 11 p.m. to benefit the Leukoma
and Lymphomoa Society. Sign up
in Office of Multicultural Affairs
if you are interested in attending.

Auditions
Do you think you have what it takes
to be a part of an improv show?
The Xavier Players will be holding auditions for “Your Guess
Is As Good As Mine” at 7 p.m.
Sept. 26-27 in the Greenroom.

CALENDAR AND CLASSIFIEDS
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Calendar City
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Today is probably warm and
sunny...again.
Although nothing lifts my spirits like the sun shining down on
a dreary day, I’ve gotten tired of
the summer-like weather. I love
drinking milk outside but it’s such
a bad choice when it’s so dagnabbing hot.
Instead of simply complaining
about it, I decided to write a strongly
worded letter. History has shown
that is the most effective means of
seeking change.
So I wrote Helios, Greek god of
the Sun, a letter that looked something like this:
Dear Helios,
Hi. How are you? How are
things? Life as a Greek god treating
you well? I hope so.
Listen, I have some things I
need to discuss with you. First of
all, did you know you can audition
for the Xavier Players Productions
of “An Original Murder Mystery”
and “Toolbox” tonight at 7 p.m. in
the Greenroom? You mentioned to
me how much you liked improvisation before, so I thought I’d let you
know.
OK, enough beating around the
bush. I’m tired of it being so hot. As
much as I enjoy the company of the
hot, hot sun, you know my favorite
season is fall. Could you please back
off for a while? Not like really long.
I’d love to see you again in March,
but I’m ready for a day where I don’t
sweat when walking five minutes
to class.
Thanks for understanding.
Sincerely, your #1234412 fan.

By Briana Hansen. To place an item in the calendar, mail to hansenb@xavier.edu.

Thursday

Saturday

At 11 p.m. tonight, one of the
most influential and profound
movies ever created will be playing in the GSC theater. That movie
is “Dumb and Dumber.” Anyone
who’s anyone will be there.
I know I’m coming with my
friend Slimey the Snake. He fights
off things I’m scared of. Like bears.
I don’t like bears. Somebody once
brought a bear to the GSC theater
and we had to clarify by asking,
“What? Bears?” and they said,
“Yeah, Bears. Now I’m putting the
whole theater in jeopardy.”
It escalated quickly.
Auditions for the Xavier Players
“An Original Murder Mystery” and
“Toolbox” are tonight at 7 p.m.

My best friend on earth got engaged a week ago today.
I know that’s probably not relevant to anyone reading this column,
especially since neither she nor her
fiancé is currently located anywhere
near here, but I’m so excited that I
wanted to tell everyone. I wanted
to shout it from on top of a mountain but I didn’t have a mountain.
I felt like I was in a glass case of
emotion.
I didn’t know how to convey my
excitement so I asked a man walking by me on the street for advice.
He mumbled to himself and shook
his fist in the air. In his own special
way, he was telling me to write it
for all to see.

September 27

September 29

Friday

September 28
Today is Ask a Stupid Question Day. I think this is a repetitive
statement since I don’t believe in
asking questions. You see, if you
don’t understand what is going on
during class or in a conversation,
you should just accept that the
person talking is smarter than you
and move on. Don’t ask questions.
Questions are only feeble attempts at trying to make yourself
look better.

Sometimes it’s frustrating coming
up with original stuff!
Am I right? I mean, am I right?
Only really insecure and stupid
people would think to ask a question
in the first place.
Who’s with me?
I’ve always been taught to sit
still, form opinions that are similar
to the people around you and don’t
speak unless spoken to. So it was
quite a shock for me the first time I
heard someone ask a question.
Have I told you this before?
Her name was Veronica and it
was first grade with Mrs. Reedy. She
asked if women could ever be the
president of the United States.
I thought it was a joke. I even
wrote it down in my diary. “Veronica
made a very funny joke today.” I
laughed at it later that night!
Isn’t that hilarious? Aren’t people
who ask questions so stupid?
Tonight at 9 p.m. is the Latin
Dance, which I’ve heard is really fun. I would go but everyone
speaks Spanish to me and I have to
say, “Hey, you know I don’t speak
Spanish.”

Sunday
September 30
I’m gonna be honest, the man I
was talking about yesterday smelled
like pure gasoline. It didn’t really
matter to me. I thanked him for his
advice anyway. I told him, “You’re
so wise. You’re like a miniature
hairy Buddha.”
He said, “Ah! I’m gonna go jogging with the law after Sophocles
attacks the mockingbird.” Or maybe
it was yogging. It might be a soft ‘j’
I’m not sure.
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Monday
October 1

I’m going to begin a journey
this week. I’m gonna find my baby,
gonna hold him tight, gonna grab
some afternoon delight.
Last time I went on a journey, I
met a special someone. His name
was Katow-jo. We became friends.
It was really easy befriending
Katow-jo. In fact, it’s really easy
making new friends in general.
People seem to like me because I
am polite and I am rarely late. I like
to eat ice cream and I really enjoy a
nice pair of slacks.
Today there is a Financial Wellness Workshop in Room 2 of Hailstones Hall at 1:30 p.m.
I’m not going simply because I
already squandered my money on
a beautiful, pure white gold crystal
lamp. But I love it. It’s absolutely
gorgeous. I’ll sit and look it and say,
“I love you, Lamp” and it says “I
know. You tell me all the time” and
we giggle together and we are both
very happy. I love Lamp.

Tuesday
October 2
Throughout this week’s issue I
have put quotes and innuendos from
a particular movie...partly because
the movie is hilarious and partly
because I couldn’t think of my own
jokes to type so I just strung together
a series of already-written stuff. The
point is, the first five people who
email me the movie’s title can have a
very special limited-edition, coveted
Calendar City prize. No joke.
Come on, now. Don’t act like
you’re not impressed.

Classifieds

For classified orders and information, call Zach Nolden at 513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu

Large 3/4 bdrm apartment in Norwood. Great lo- Jewelry Sales. Part-Time job available at a Kication! Walk to Xavier. 3 person- $800 per month. osk in Kenwood mall. Sales experience preHouses For Rent 2 Blocks from Campus. 2, 3, 4 person- $950 per month. Deposit- 1 month’s ferred.
513-791-6219 or
937-654-6253.
and 4 bedroom houses available for this win- rents. 4123 Huston Ave. Call Mike at 513-300-2382
Piano Players Wanted to teach piano to children in
ter, next summer and next school year, 2 blocks
their homes. Teaching experience is not necessary
from campus, clean, fully equipped, off street parkHelp Wanted
but must have 5 or more years of formal lessons.
ing, laundry, next to other student housing, please
call 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com Elementary reading tutors needed for small group Positions are year round and a minimum of one
instruction. Training and materials provided. Various year commitment is required. Pay is $21.00/hr plus
Cincinnati locations. $15 an hour. Call Eileen Diamond bonuses. 513-459-3069. www.playtimepiano.com
Two spacious bedrooms in a three bedroom
941-4812 or email diamondeducation@fuse.net.
Travel
house. Quiet, secluded and in the park. Only one
other house on this cludesac. Laundry/living room/
Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go
screened porch. Ideal for college students. Will ne- Babysitters needed for Northern Cincinnati families. Free. Call for group discounts. Best Deals Guargotiate monthly rent. Prefer mature, private persons. Starts $8 per hour. Must have own car. Apply at www. entee! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S. PaContact Ms. Stillwell to arrange view. 244-6552. TheSitterConnection.com or call 513-898-9857. dre, Florida. 800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.

For Rent















Want to hire someone?
Want to sell something?
Want to generally improve the
quality of your life?
Advertise in the Classifieds section!

